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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
ABOUT MEASURE VV
What is Measure VV?
Measure VV is a local ballot measure on
the November 3rd ballot seeking voter
authorization to increase the City of San
Leandro’s Real Property Transfer Tax (RPTT)
by $5 per $1,000 of property value. The
RPTT is collected only at the purchase of
a piece of real estate and is not collected
every year. Measure VV requires a simple
majority (50%+) to pass. A “YES vote”
approves funding for the plan to maintain
and improve city services; a “NO vote”
rejects the plan. All voters residing in the
City of San Leandro registered by October
19 will be eligible to vote on Measure VV.

Why is Measure VV on the ballot?
Due to the economic downturn triggered
by the pandemic, the City is projecting
over $8 million in losses this fiscal year.
Further economic impacts are expected
over the next few years. To close a very
real funding gap, the San Leandro City
Council voted to place Measure VV on the
November 3rd ballot. If voters approve
the ballot measure on November 3, San
Leandro’s RPTT rate will remain among the
lowest in nearby eligible communities.

What has the City done to tighten
its “fiscal belt”?
The City is working hard to do more with
less, and manage city finances responsibly.
To that end, the City Council has taken a
number of actions to reduce expenditures,
including:
E Requiring all City employees, including
those represented within our Labor
contracts, to contribute the maximum
share towards their pension costs;
E Implementing new pension tiers with
reduced pension benefits;
E Holding the line on additional city
staffing despite an increasing demand

for services (City staffing levels are 15%
lower than in 2008);
E Creation of PULL (Prioritizing Unfunded
Liability Liquidation) program to
address unfunded liabilities;
E The City Council adopted $5.5M in
expenditure reductions to the current
FY 20-21 budget, and also identified
several million dollars in additional
savings through reductions or deferrals
to capital projects; and
E The City Council created a Budget
Advisory Task Force comprised of 28
San Leandro residents and stakeholders
who reflect our community. The Task
Force will begin work soon to provide
input and guidance to the City on its
budget challenges.

What is a Real Property Transfer
Tax (RPTT)?
Here’s what it’s not: an RPTT is NOT an
ongoing tax, and it’s NOT a property
tax. It’s a one-time transactional tax
levied upon the transfer of ownership
of residential, commercial or other real
estate, pursuant to a purchase or sale. San
Leandro’s RPTT currently generates about
$5-6 million annually to support city
services. All funds stay in San Leandro, for
San Leandro. By law, the State cannot take
this funding away.

What is the existing RPTT rate
in San Leandro, and how would
Measure VV change it?
San Leandro’s current RPTT generates
approximately $5-6 million annually ($5.4
million in Fiscal Year 2018-19) to support
city services. All funds stay in San Leandro
to provide essential city services and
facility improvements. By law, the State
cannot take this funding away. If passed,
the measure placed on the ballot will
increase San Leandro’s RPTT from

$6 per $1,000 of property value to $11
per $1,000, generating approximately
$4 million more in City revenue annually.

When is the RPTT collected?
The RPTT is collected only once—when
real estate is bought or sold. It is paid
by either the buyer, the seller, or a
combination of buyer and seller.

How does the City use funds
raised by the RPTT?
RPTT funds go to the City’s General Fund
for use providing municipal services,
including:
E Repairing potholes and city streets.
E Supporting seniors, families, and small
businesses through COVID-19 economic
recovery.
E Preserving 911 emergency response.
E Maintaining city parks and library services.
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Would this affect my annual
property taxes?
No. The RPTT is not a property tax. It is
only assessed once - when a property is
bought or sold.

Are there any exemptions
to the RPTT?
Yes. State law allows exemptions in some
cases, e.g. when a property is gifted or
donated.

Can the State take this money
and use it for other purposes not
in San Leandro?
No. ALL funds generated would be locally
controlled and would stay in San Leandro
to provide essential city services and
facility improvements. By law, the State
cannot take this funding away.

Where to go for more information:
For additional information, please visit
www.sanleandro.org or contact Paul
Sanftner at psanftner@sanleandro.org or
call (510) 577-3372.

Measure VV is on the LOCAL BALLOT in the
November 3rd PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.

LEARN
MORE

COVID-19 Has Detrimentally Impacted
the City’s Financial Standing
Due to the economic downturn triggered by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the City is projecting over $8
million in losses this fiscal year. While City Hall has
tightened its belt and continues to take active steps to
control costs, further economic impacts are expected
over the next few years. Without additional funding,
city services will be impacted.

The City Has Placed Measure VV
on the November Ballot—
VOTERS Get to Decide
To assist in addressing an ongoing funding gap, the
San Leandro City Council voted to place Measure VV
on the November 3rd ballot seeking authorization
to increase San Leandro’s existing RPTT by $5 per
$1,000 of property value. If voters approve Measure
VV, San Leandro’s RPTT rate will still be among the
lowest of eligible Alameda County communities.

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 3RD.

Measure VV
Ballot Question:
“To maintain City of San Leandro services,
with revenue that cannot be taken by
the State, including: repairing potholes/
streets; supporting seniors, families
and local small businesses through
COVID-19 economic recovery; preserving
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The RPTT is a one-time tax collected upon the
purchase of residential or commercial real estate.
It’s not an ongoing tax, and it’s not a property
tax. Local governments rely on RPTT revenue
to fund critical local public services. The RPTT is
collected only when real estate is bought or sold.
San Leandro currently has the lowest RPTT rate
among eligible cities in Alameda County.

Current Alameda
County RPTT Rates*

Piedmont

The City of San Leandro provides municipal services
and facilities essential to community safety and the
quality of life of all residents, including: public safety
services, repairing city streets, parks and library
services, providing meals to seniors and those most
vulnerable, supporting local businesses, addressing
climate change, and more. City Hall is committed
to providing quality services to the community in a
fiscally responsible manner.

RPTT Defined:

Emeryville & Alameda

NOVEMBER
2020 BALLOT:

Measure VV is a local ballot measure sponsored
by the City of San Leandro in the November
3rd Presidential Election. Measure VV seeks
voter authorization to maintain San Leandro
city services by adjusting the City’s existing

Real Property Transfer Tax (RPTT) by $5 per
$1,000 of property value. Measure VV requires
a simple majority (50%+) to pass. A “YES vote”
approves funding for the plan to maintain city
services; a “NO vote” rejects the plan. All City
of San Leandro registered voters will be able to
vote on Measure VV.

Albany
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Measure VV Defined:

Hayward
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* Oakland rate: properties sold for $300,001 to $2 million.
Berkeley rate: properties sold under $1.5 million.

Measure VV Facts:
Measure VV funds stay LOCALLY
✔ All
CONTROLLED, dedicated to City of
San Leandro services only.
VV funds CANNOT be
✔ Measure
taken by the State or used for other
non-City of San Leandro purposes.
audits ensure proper
✔ Mandatory
spending.

911 emergency response; maintaining
youth violence prevention programs; and
general city services; shall San Leandro
increase the existing real property
is sold, by $5 per $1,000 in valuation,

City of San Leandro
835 East 14th Street
San Leandro, CA 94577

generating an additional $4,000,000

www.sanleandro.org

transfer tax rate, collected when property

annually, until repealed by voters, all
funds benefiting San Leandro?”

Provided as a public service from the City
of San Leandro for your information ONLY.

